lhouette artists are rare nowadays,
qood anes are rarer still, and only o

handful are still around who can pro-
duce the once-common fulllength or

qroup silkouetie portrait.

When Ilinofs silhouette artist Sally
Newcornb takes scissors fn hand, she is ready fo
produce ither the customary “head shot " or the
for more demanding full-length silhouette. One
of the fexo highty killed profile cuttes in this
country, Mrs. Netoconh has ’
travelled the ULS. and Europe in
the footsteps of the" papyro-
tomists " or “scissargraphists” of
Hhe 18t and 19th centuries.
2006 marked her 50th year in
pursuit of the perfect likeness.

"l‘vupu are alw ys
saying, “Amazing
what a talent!” Much
as I ove compliments,
it isn't a talent, really,

it's more an dbsession.”

On visits to such historic sies

s Greenfield Village, the
Nantucket Historical
Association, Mystic Seaport,

Straobery Bank, Shellurme

s onlookers wafch, Newcomb sketch-
s her subject’s face in about 5 min-

wtes, or the figure in 10, firs estab-

Museim or
lishing what specal toy or iruple-
Boscobel
e or stance might help to individuate the
Restoration,

person. Another few minutes qoes for careful
Neawcorib enthusi-

i1

cutting with 7" sexwing scissors.

astically describes
“People who go on about special
and demonstrates her draw-and-cut technique,
scissors are sometimes trying to sel
one of the actual methods of 18th and 19th
them o you.” Her trademark full

century “shade making.” Visitors leave with a
length silhoueties take 20 minutes in

et understanding of this bit of traditional
ll — the head-and-shoulders

American, as wellas with appropriate

remembrances of the place and oceasion-

sillouettes that become part of family history. Family groups present no

challenge. She poses the

For the Nm“n anm'mH
whole group together, then
“We fust let them orbit and I pig

pretty much catch them on the “ releases all but the one family

tiember she is concentrating on.

I past visits to Scotland, England, and
) These groups or “conversations” as they were
Detmark, and notw to department stores, chil-
) ; once called, celebrate family life in o special
dren’s shaps, and chaurch and school fund-rais-
way. To further personalize the silouetfe,
ers, Neweonb's appointment lists fills up
T ! Newconb likes fo include pets, toys, furniture
rapidly with o parade of customers, many of
. ) and other things wniue to @ family.
awhorm returi year after year. It s nof wncom- y
’ i { b
o for a grandparent, mother and childto “Price for pets are variabl,
oigl 1 widod o depending on size, behavior, and
tiake a festive day of i, including shopping, P
harimess
lnch, and portraits by “the silhoette lndy.”

uariety take only fen minutes.

* The ustual head silhouette fits in

0 §"x7" frare,

o Oual and rectangular wood frames in
unriots sizes and colors, but ot framing

service, are for sole af point of purchase.

» You are welcome to felephone
Mus. Neweomb to schedule an
appointment af her home, or to
learn about upcoming events.

Sally Newcornh

2601 Chestrut Avenue, #2611
Glenview, Ilinois 60026

Phone: (847) 998-0926

Fax: (847)998-0928
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