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In an attempt to undermine the meritorious acts of crisis pregnancy centers
(CPCs) nationwide, NARAL - the National Association of Reproductive Rights Action
League - unveiled their latest strategy in subverting the efforts of CPCs. The sixty-one
page step-by-step guide entitled "UNMASKING Fake Clinics," provides an overview of
the "deceptive practices" occurring within CPCs and offers detailed steps toward rallying
support, recruiting volunteers and spreading the pro-choice message to ratify the
"injustices" against women. From the viewpoint of NARAL, CPCs are now deemed
synonymous with "Fake Clinics.” The running list of false claims NARAL holds against
CPCs - "the provider arms of the anti-choice movement" - includes "luring women to
facilities under false pretenses, depriving them of accurate information needed to make a
fully informed choice, and using fear tactics to dissuade them from choosing legal
abortion." Do their claims carry any clout? Let's see for ourselves!

The sole mission, purpose and goal of CPCs are to provide pregnant women in
need with the care and support necessary to enable them to give the gift of life to their
children. Yet, NARAL accuses the CPCs of "endangering women for decades." In
reality, most women's lives are not at risk by carrying a pregnancy to term. Pregnancy is
not a disease. The "cure" for women in a crisis pregnancy is not a mirage of
"reproductive” options or choices. Comprehensive "reproductive options” truly endanger
women's lives - from the subtle abortifacient capacities of the Pill, Norplant, Depo-
provera, and emergency contraceptives, to the blatant abortifacient mechanisms of
RU486. The real "cure" is offering women reliable information and viable alternatives
that provide the material and emotional support critical throughout their pregnancies.
Although CPCs afford women viable options that ensure the health of the mother and her
child, NARAL charges them with "misinforming, misleading and coercing women."
"Choice," from the "pro-choice" perspective, is exclusive. It is limited to those "choices”
that enable women to eliminate and destroy the lives of their children. Oftentimes this
"choice' not only comes at the expense of the life of the unborn child, but also at the
price of the mother's own health - sadly, even the loss of her own life in some cases. Asa
result, CPCs that advertise realistic alternatives to abortion under the name of "choice"
are being charged with "using misleading information by choosing names and locations
similar to abortion clinics to hide their true propaganda.” Deception?...far from it!

Unmasking the "deception" that lies within CPCs, NARAL is crediting itself with
advancing women's "reproductive freedom.” "Many reproductive choice milestones have
come from activists who have identified a threat to women's reproductive freedom,
documented the threat, and brought their case to the courts,” (17). If NARAL is labeling
its practice of undermining the commendable services of CPCs as an advancement for
women's "reproductive freedom.," what is their definition of "reproductive freedom” in
the first place? From NARAL's viewpoint, "reproductive freedom" is freedom from the
suppression fertility places on our lives. Fertility is not recognized as a gift intrinsic to
our human nature, but rather as a "disease" that restricts our freedom and hampers our
expression of sexuality. The gift of fertility demands responsibility that opens man to the
possibility of bearing the fruit of a new human life. Through the eyes of NARAL and



