Which Punctuation Mark Should I Use? (US English)

Pumnctuation MName Basic Rules Example
Mark
Semni-colon 1) To merde two independent 1) Thete's a crocodile it the toilet; he
- clauses that may have been has a lot of hair growing cut of his

separated by the wonds “and,”
Yyet," “but," “or," “nor," “for" and
Ysp." This avoids a commna splice.
2) As a super-cotnmna, to separate
iterns it a lomg list.

Bars.
21 At the choeolate factory T scoffed
acid balls, they weTe sUpeT sourt,;
everlasting gob stoppers, I spat mine
out after an hour, curly toffees, rather
yummy; and iced fancies, they made
me sick.

Feriod (L1S)

1) To denote that a =sentenice is
fimished.

1) Always end your written seTitemces
with a peried.

- 21 After imitials, abbreviations and 2) Mins., ¥Yr=. Mr. DT
contracted words.
Colon To introduce. Can be used to * The hungry buffeon only had one
- introduce anything: werds, phrases, thing on his mind: peamut butter
- lists, names or guotations cupcakes.

* The hungry buffeon was thinking
of lots of things: peanut butter
cupcakes, chocolate donuts, crispy
duck and pig's trotters.

* The buffeon finished hisfeast in
secomds: VI never eat again,” he
said.

Double 1) To ditectly and exactly quote the | 1) "I was abselutely amazed to find a
K guotation words of someone. ecrocodile in the bathroom brushing

aTtks Z) For scare quotes (to denote that his teeth,” Mother said.

the writer doesn't really buy mto 2) The crocodile claieed that his

the meaning.) behavior was “normal.”

3) For words used as examples. 3) The words “effect” and “affect” are

MNB: To emnphasize words do not often comfused.

use double guotation marks, use

italics.

" S'ing:lz_ 1) Teo dencte a guote within a 1) "I I:D-uhfl ot _b!]'ie‘n.-z Ty ears when
guotation quote. the crocodile =aid, ‘Can I have some
mmarks Z) When providing the names of privacy here?" Mother exclaimed.

horticultural cultivars. 2) An example of an apple is
‘Jonathen,' of a grape, ‘Chardonnay,’
and of the Gallica tose, ‘Rosa
hunda.’
Ellipsis 1) Te indicate that some 1} As an Olympic athlete, James had

information has been omitted.

Z) To indicate a pause in a
SETItETICR.

3) Toindicate an idea is traiting off

into silence.

tried many sports, swimming, boxing,
munning . .. sking and even skydiving.
2) Barah had a wakebeoarding accident
. . . the putcome was Tot attractive!

3) Ilowve you but




